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What's the place for fun on a Sunday morning? The 
ESUMC nursery! Says Vickie Resso, "Morgan (our 
nursery attendant) does all the work. You get to 
just enjoy the children."  

Claim YOUR place in the rotation for second 
adult/back-up nursery person. Choose one Sunday 
a month and a service (9 AM or 11 AM).  

Sign up at church or call the office, (510) 223-0790. 
Curious but not sure whether this is for you? Call 
office for details. 
THANK YOU for sharing in this critical, joyous 
ministry. 

 

Potluck & Game Night  
Saturday, May 21 
5:30 PM Keislar Hall   
All welcome! Come with a food dish 
to share, a place setting, and your 
favorite games. 
NOTE:  third Saturday of each month ����
����
���������	��
���������	��
���������	��
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   Our summer one service 
schedule begins Sunday, 
June 12. Join us for worship 
at 10 AM, then share in a 
BBQ lunch in Keislar Hall.  
   Sponsored by the UM 
Men’s group and caterer 
Steve Piani, the menu will include: 

·  Tri-tip roast and country pork ribs 
·  Boneless chicken breast 
·  BBQ baked beans and chili beans 
·  Salads: green, pasta, potato, and macaroni 
·  Corn, rolls, and butter 

The men’s group will provide the drinks and the 
desserts.  Cost: $10/adult, $6/children under 12 

(A Keislar Hall heating project fundraiser)����

 

EASTER SUNDAY (April 24) 
Celebrate the Resurrection! 

(“Sunrise” service, 6:30 AM, at Pinole UMC 
followed by light potluck brunch) 

 

Sunday celebration at ESUMC 
– 10 AM service – 

and following the service… 

·  Easter egg hunt for the children (2 age groups) 
·  Light lunch for all  

(free-will donation; proceeds to chapel renovation fund) 
 



 

pg. 2 The Appian Wayfarer  

Gaye's Gallery 
As I write this, the Monday after Palm Sunday and these few remaining days before Easter, I am reminded that 
people misread Jesus time and time again. They misunderstood his mission, they misinterpreted his intentions. 
They killed him for a crime he didn't commit and a title he didn't claim. And then there was poor Mary 
Magdalene. When she first saw the risen Jesus near the tomb she mistook him for the gardener (see John 
20:14-16). Talk about jumping to conclusions!  

 
Sometimes, we don't do much better than Mary at first try. Sometimes we, too, 
misread, misunderstand, misinterpret, misidentify others. Sometimes we need 
to take more time before we draw conclusions. Sometimes, we need to take a 
closer look before we know the truth about someone. Sometimes, not doing 
those things, we diminish another's hope, wither spirits, quash initiative, rob 
someone of joy. This is not our calling! 
 
As we celebrate Easter and move into the "Great Fifty Days" leading to 
Pentecost, I invite you to be especially mindful of others. Take a close look. 
Seek to understand the basis of their actions and to understand their places of 
hurt and need. Then use the power which is yours to encourage and enliven, 
to give hope and new spirit. You are a part of the Body of Christ and that body 
is alive--here, now, today. 
 
Christ is alive! So are you. Let your words speak his truth and your acts be 
signs of his grace. Alleluia! 
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  You might like to check out the materials for "Catch Fire in 50 
Days: Joining the Movement of God's Mission".  Emails for 
the fifty days from Easter through Pentecost will offer a daily 
scripture reading and questions and reflections written by and for 
the people and congregations of our California-Nevada 
Conference. (You can also download the entire set of readings.) 
Sign up at http://catchfirein50days.net/e-fire/ 
   
"The world needs the churches of the California-Nevada Annual 
Conference to be vital today, more vital tomorrow, and even more 
vital the day after. It is not about us. It is about God and the world God so loves. 
It is about losing our lives in Christ's mission, knowing that as we lose our lives in Christ we will find them 
again. It is about Christ's mission to bring good news to the poor, release to the captives, recovery of sight to 
the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, and to proclaim the year of God's favor. If we are just 
trying to hang on to our lives, our Conference, our churches, we will lose them."  
  
      If you're not a computer person and would like to know more about this, let us know in the church office 
and we'll get you a printed copy. 
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Dear Friends and Family,       (excerpts from March & April emails) 

On March 4, World Day of Prayer  was celebrated by the women’s groups in our churches.  It is always a 
popular service, attended by many women from different churches.  This year the liturgy was prepared by 
the women of Chile, on the theme, “How Many Loaves Have You?” After the service, the women enjoyed 
fellowship and refreshments.   

Our senior pastor, Mihail Cekov was one of the speakers at the dedication of a new Holocaust 
Memorial Museum  in Skopje, the capital of Macedonia. Lee and I visited the new Holocaust Museum in 
Skopje - very well done and moving. 

Plans continue for our camp for Sunday school children. Our camp for children 
 with special needs  will also take place in July. This camp ministers to nearly 90 
children who are not otherwise connected with our church.  Some of them hear Bible  
lessons for the first time at the camp. We are in need of financial support for this  
camp; please pray for sponsors. 

On Ash Wednesday Lee and I walked up the big hill to gather thorn branches for a  
Lenten wreath. It is similar to an Advent wreath, but made to look like a crown of 
 thorns. One candle will be extinguished each week until the wreath is dark on Good  
Friday. The light will return on Easter.  
 
I know that you, like us, are busy preparing for Holy Week and Easter. (We all celebrate Easter on the 
same day this year.) The children are rehearsing songs, recitations and three dramas for  their Easter 
program. One of the dramas was written by and is being directed by one of my students, Gligor.  
 

Easter blessings to all,  
Carol Partridge, GBGM Missionary,  
United Methodist Church, Strumica, R Macedonia 

For more, go to: www.carolpartridge.com   
and www.emc-umc.org.mk/ 

 

Check out photos on Carol’s Facebook page. 
 

In  Memoriam  
Asieh Rakhshani, April 8, in Camp 
Ashraf, Iraq. Journalist. Niece and 
"adoptive daughter" of Ensieh and 
Parviz Yazdan. Richmond and Albany 
resident 1987-1999; Albany High 
graduate.  Died as a result of assault 
by government security forces.  

�
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Thanks for their cheerful help to our ten April Souper 
Center servers:  Charlene Chu, Ron Kamb, Steve 
McFarland, Sandy Oberg, Don Carson, Wendy Allen, 
Judith Scarborough, Love Tibere, Steve Ulrich, and 
Jack McFarland. They served lunch to 170 people, 
including twelve children. 

ESUMC serves the community at the (GRIP) Greater 
Richmond Interfaith Program’s Souper Center every 
month helping to feed and serve the homeless in our 
community. 

If you are interested in more information or would 
like to help, please call Jack McFarland at 
510.222.1253. Upcoming dates: 

·  May 20, 
·  June 17 
·  July 15 
·  August 19 

Souper Center’s location: 165 – 22nd St., Richmond 

Says Jack McFarland,  
one of her teachers in  
Albany, "She was  
everything the paper  
says of her." 
We extend our  
condolences and  
sympathies to  
Asieh’s family. 
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Heifer math   
   The quarters are 
mounting up! Lots and lots 
of them!  
   If you're still holding 
quarters you wanted to 

contribute, bring them NOW. We have just two 
Sundays left before we bless them during the May 
1 worship service, then send them off. 
   You know the math, you know the drill. Four 
quarters buys a chick; 2,000 quarters buys a heifer, 
... and lots of other possibilities in between. The 
family receiving a Heifer animal makes a gift of one 
of the offspring to another family... and the gift goes 
on!  
   Heifer--giving that makes a difference. Thanks to 
all our contributors!  
 

Thank you  
·  Thank you for all the clothing, toiletries, and suit 

case donations that go to foster care 
children and homeless.  
From now on, we will only be receiving 
clothing and toiletries.  
--Thank you, Ken & Shirley Kille  

·  I would like to thank everyone for all 
their prayers. It means a great deal to 
me. Peace be with you, Myrtle Smart 

·  John Davies would like to thank all who 
have been and continue to bring food 
over, visit, send cards, and pray. Both 
John and Kay are very grateful for your 
help and company. 

·  THANK YOU to all who helped prepare 
the premises for our Holy Week services! 
The gardens look great, the welcoming 
palm colonnade was outstanding, and 
the palm drape is still breathtaking. (At 
this printing we've not yet seen the Good 
Friday and Easter decorations but are 
sure they'll be outstanding, too!)  

·  Pat Rockeman  wishes to thank all who 
sent cards, prayed for, and called her 
after her fall a few weeks ago. 
 

���������������
Vickie Resso has a notary license and is willing to 
travel to your home if needed. All fees will be 
donated to ESUMC. Call and tell a friend—758-3558. 
 

Congrats, Johnathan Looney!!! 
Johnathan Looney along with 11 of his fellow 
Webelos Scouts in Pack 134 has bridged to Boy 
Scouts, earning Cub Scouting's highest award 
"Arrow of Light". Johnathan has chosen Troop 127 
of ESUMC as his continuing place of education, 
brotherhood and spiritual 
growth. Thanks to many 
friends, family and church 
members for support for all 
of the boys. And thanks to 
Pastor Benson for helping 
Johnathan begin his 
journey at ESUMC.  
 --Looney Family   

Pinole United Methodist Church events: 
2000 San Pablo Avenue, Pinole  

Organ Scholar’s Concert 
Plan ahead to save Sunday, May 1, 4:00 PM for the Organ 
Scholar’s Concert in the sanctuary.  
 

An Evening of Music 
Sunday, June 5, 6:30 PM  
The music department of Pinole United Methodist Church 
will present the annual “Evening of Music” concert. The 
concert is free and everyone is welcome.  
 

���������	�
���
��������	
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Monday, June 20 through Friday June 24 
5:30-9:00 PM 
Theme: “Shake It Up Café” 
Make sure you tell your friends, relatives, and neighbors to 
join Pinole UMC VBS for this sizzling good time. Registration 
forms available. Contact the church office at 724-3312. The 
suggested donation is $15 per child which includes 
materials and T-Shirts.  

“If anyone is in Christ Jesus, there is a new creation 
2 Corinthians 5:17a 
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"Ears to Hear"— 
  the donkey's story  
Pastor Gaye's donkey sermon on Palm Sunday was 
the work of the Rev. Pam Abbey, one of our 
California-Nevada Annual Conference folk. Pam 
currently serves a quarter time appointment at 
Walnut Creek UMC and is the chief force behind 
the drama ministry known as "Acting in Faith". She 
writes scripts for worship use. Copies of “Ears to 
Hear” and her other work is available on her 
website www.actinginfaith.com/index.html 
 
Texts are emailed (in 
PDF) to purchasers. Fees 
range from $2-$10 per 
script.  
 

���������������������������������������������������������������� �������������
Jacqueline Seidel and Cory Tipton took the lead in 
organizing dramatic readings of the gospel lessons 
for the eight Sundays from the beginning of Lent 
right through Easter. Our thanks to them and to the 
others who shared in this new drama ministry. 

Readers included: 
Carl Steiner        Hansen Rahmgren 
Mort Weishahn  Mike McGoon  
Ken Kille  Karen Jarrell 
Judith Scarborough      Jodie Berrington 
Marilyn Lomelino  Eileen Johnson 
Rita Nozzolillo  Jacqueline Seidel 
Laurie Corl  Cory Tipton 
Peggy Abrams  Michelle McGoon 
Ren Partridge  Chancel Choir  

Due to your positive feedback, team members have 
volunteered to do similar readings at least once a 
month for us. Thank you for your support. 

 
 

 

The ESUMC Men’s Group is fundraising for a new energy-efficient, 130,000 BTU furnace and 
duct work in Keislar hall. Total cost: $9,000 (bid). Every dollar raised during this effort will buy 15 

BTUs. $10 pays for 150 BTUs, $100 covers 1,500 BTUs.  

Don’t be left out in the cold! Send your tax deductible contribution now! 
 

Payable Make checks to: ESUMC  Memo: Heat! 

Send to   El Sobrante United Methodist Church 
 El Sobrante, CA 94803 
Questions?   Call Ron Kamb (510) 223-7579 
 

I want to help with this project. I can buy some BTUs. 
 

Name ____________________________________                     

Address ____________________________________                 $___________enclosed 

 ____________________________________ 

Phone  ____________________________     E-mail: ________________________________________ 
 

Funds donated in excess of actual project costs will go into the Capital Improvement Fund. 
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Celebrate... CAMPUS CONNECTIONS! 
Good news from Karlyn Rahmgren, ESUMC member and a first-year UC-Merced student.  
She is hoping/planning to attend the 2011 UMC Student Forum. This year’s forum is scheduled for  
May 26-29, at Methodist-related University of Evansville, Indiana. We've had a series of email messages about this 
and thought we'd share some of the contents with you, along with our response. 
 
From Karlyn :         “While at University of 
California Merced, I have been connecting with 
other United Methodist students through the 
Wesley Club. Each week we have Bible study 
together and we have sponsored some events on 
campus. I have also joined the Board of Directors 
for Wesley Foundation as a student representative. 
The foundation encompasses the Wesley Club at 
the UC that I meet with, a group at the Merced 
community college, and a house in Merced that 
provides housing for six students.  //  One of the 
events coming up is the Student Forum of the 
United Methodist Student Movement. A few 
students from both the UC group and Merced 
college group will be traveling to Evansville, Indiana 
at the end of May to be with hundreds of other 
United Methodist college students for worship, 
learning and fellowship. In order to make this trip I 
need support for my travel expenses. We will be 
getting support from the Annual Conference but we 
are not sure of the amount yet. If ESUMC could 
provide up to $500 for my travel expenses I would 
be able to attend this amazing event….. // Thank 
you for continuing to support my faith development. 
-- Karlyn ” 

 
 

 
From the Rev. Jennifer Goto ,  
Karlyn's UC campus minister:  
“As Campus Minister at Wesley Foundation 
Merced, I intend to break a trend. It seems that 
youth grow up in the church and then get lost 
sometime during their young adult years. All the 
connections with church family and the faith 
community can become fragile when students 
leave home for school. That is where campus 
ministry steps in. We exist to create a place for 
students to continue- or begin!- to grow in 
discipleship…. // Ever since Karlyn arrived here she 
has been part of our ministries and is now one our 
leaders. For Karlyn and students like her, campus 
ministry provides a place where she can make new 
friends with similar values and continue to grow in 
her faith….. // We have five students interested in 
attending (the 2011 Student Forum). While the 
event itself is affordable, the travel is costly, so if 
you have miles to gift or would like to make a 
donation to help with travel costs that would be 
appreciated....” 
 
We also heard from…   ESUMC member Jodie 
Berrington, who serves on the California-Nevada 
Conference Board of Higher Education and 
Campus Ministries, regarding these requests. Jodie 
has met Rev. Goto at meetings of the board, knew 
about the forum and heartily encouraged our 
participation and support. So... 
 

ESUMC’s response  
   

     The sum of $500 will be released from the 
ESUMC Youth Fund to support Karlyn’s 
participation in the 2011 UMSM Student Forum. We 
look forward to her report of her experiences. 
     MANY THANKS for your support of past youth 
fundraising efforts and for special gifts which have 
created and sustained the fund which makes this 
grant possible. 
 

FREQUENT FLIER MILES you would care to donate 
to the students? Contact the ESUMC office.   

The UMSM is a network of United Methodist 
college and university student leaders. Participants 
are active in campus ministries and college 
student ministries at local churches and in their 
annual conference. 
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Sunday  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1     
 
9 AM Kairos 
Service 
10 AM Adult Ed., 
R1 
11 AM Worship 
Service Traditional 

2 
 
6:30 PM 
Preschool, KH 
7:15 PM Bell 
Choir  
 

3 
 
6:30 PM Yoga, 
R1 
7 PM Boy 
Scouts, KH 
7:30 PM Kairos 
Rehearsal 

4   
11 AM Morning 

Study Group, 
R1 

1 PM Crafty Ladies 
6:15 PM Girl Scouts, 

KH 
7 PM Al Anon & 

Alateen, R1 
7:30 PM Choir 

Rehearsal 

5 
 
6:30 PM Yoga, 
R1 
7 PM Boy 
Scout Patrol 
Group, FS 
 
 

6 
 
 

7 
 

9 AM UM 
Men , R1 

 
 

8  
 
9 AM Kairos 
Service 
10 AM Adult Ed., 
R1 
11 AM Worship 
Service Traditional  
7 PM Worship 
Committee, 
chapel  

9 
 
6:30 PM 
Preschool, KH 
7:15 PM Bell 
Choir 
7:30 PM 
Finance Mtg., 

Ost. 

10 
 
6:30 PM Yoga, 
R1 
7 PM Boy 
Scouts, KH 
7:30 PM Kairos 
Rehearsal 
 

11     
11 AM Morning 

Study Group, 
R1 

1 PM Crafty Ladies 
7 PM Al Anon & 

Alateen, R1 
7:30 PM Choir 

Rehearsal 

12 
 
6:30 PM Yoga, 
R1 
6:30 PM Cub 
Scouts, R2 & 
KH 

13 
 
7 PM Cub 
Scout Pack 
Meeting, KH 
 
 
 
 

14 
 
 
Girl Scout 
fundraiser for 
Japan, 12-3, 
KH 
 
 

 

15   
 
9 AM Kairos 
Service 
10 AM Adult Ed., 
R1 
11 AM Worship 
Service Traditional  
 
 

16 
 
6:30 PM 
Preschool, KH 
7:15 PM Bell 
Choir  

17 
 
10:30 AM 
Sarah’s Circle, 
R1 
6:30 PM Yoga, 
R1 
7 PM  Boy 
Scouts, KH 
7:30 PM Kairos 
7:30 PM 
Missions 

18 
11 AM Morning 

Study Group, 
R1 

1 PM Crafty Ladies 
6:30 PM SPR, Ost. 
7 PM Al Anon & 

Alateen, R1 
7 PM Cub Scouts, KH 
7:30 PM Choir 

Rehearsal 

19 

 

6:30 PM Yoga, 
R1 
7:30 PM Ad 
Council  

20 
 

 
10:30 AM 
Souper Center   
165 – 22nd St., 
Richmond 
 
7 PM 
Brownies, R2 
 

21 
 

5:30 PM 
All Church 

potluck and 
game night, 

KH 

22    
 
9 AM Kairos 
Service 
10 AM Adult Ed., 
R1 
11 AM Worship 
Service Traditional  

23 
 
6:30 PM 
Preschool, KH 
7:15 PM Bell 
Choir 
7:30 PM  
Trustees 

24 
 
6:30 PM Yoga, 
R1 
7 PM  Boy 
Scouts, KH 
7:30 PM Kairos 
 

25 
11 AM Morning 

Study Group, 
R1 

1 PM Crafty Ladies 
7 PM Al Anon & 

Alateen, R1 
7 PM Boy Scouts, 

KH 
7:30 PM Choir 

Rehearsal  

28 
 
6:30 PM Yoga, 
R1 
7 PM Boy 
Scout Council, 
KH 
 

29 28 

29 
9 AM Kairos 
Service 
10 AM Adult Ed., 
R1 
11 AM Worship 
Service Traditional  
 

30      

May 
2011 Calendar  

Ost. = Ostberg Room 
FS = Fireside Room 
KH = Keislar Hall 

Rm 1, 2 = Classrooms 1 and 2 
(wing to right of Keislar Hall) 
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May 3 - Heide Oberg Pedersen 
May 6 - Gabriella Matteucci  
May 14 - Jim Boyce 
May 15 - Greg Garcia, Emmett Kyle Davey (Flagg) 
May 16 - Lisa Dwiggins, Richard Cooledge 
May 17 - Kristy Kinyon Jones, Betty Staley 
May 19 – Janie Chambers 
May 20 - Charlene Gamache, Greg Canales,  
 Megan Murdoch, Stephen Cutright 
May 22 - Ruth Brower 
May 27 - Ava Mainini 
May 29 - Nancy Kamb 
May 30 – Rossi Burke 
May 31 - Jack Tipton 
 

 

June 2 - Samantha Collins, Michael Dobbins  
June 5 - Ron Kamb  & June 6 - Margaret Kamb 
June 9 - Shirley Neyhouse, William Dobbins III  
June 11 - Kurt Dwiggins 
June 14 - Carol Harnois, Salvatore Emmanuele,  
 Christian Alfonso (Glover) 
June 17 - Jerry Livingston 
June 19 - Scot Murdoch, Barbara Openshaw,  
 Scott McFarland 
June 20 - Leslie Craig Mainini, David Looney,  
 Joan Lamon, Laurel Thomas (Parker) 
June 21 - Lavonne Taft 
June 23 - Michael McGoon 
June 24 - Bob Patterson, Dewey Freeman, Carl 
Steiner 
June 25 - Jack McFarland, Tony Lomelino 
June 26 - Danielle Nauta 

Wayfarer  
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El Sobrante United Methodist Church 

670 Appian Way, El Sobrante, CA  94803 
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Resident Bishop, Warner H. Brown, Jr. 

District Superintendent, Renae Extrum-Fernandez 
Pastor, Gaye G. Benson 
Director of Music, Eileen M. Johnson 
Lay Leader, John T. Davies 

Lay Minister, Charlene Kafer 
Treasurer, DuBose Scarborough 
Secretary, Denise Quiros 
 

Find ESUMC online 
www.esumconline.org 
Facebook, search for “El Sobrante United Methodist Church”. 
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