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Christ is risen indeed! 
 

Thanks to all who made Sunday's Easter celebrations  
such a meaningful and uplifting experience! 

 

The Chancel Choir, Los Campaneros Sobrante bell choir,  
and the Kairos band all played and sang their hearts out. Jacqueline Corl-Seidel led the 
Easter Parade around the sanctuary, our Christos Anesti (Christ is Risen!) game with  

the (hard boiled) Easter Eggs got everyone on their feet in joyful chaos, Robin Rahmgren 
and Co. provided a Great Egg Hunt for the children, and the luncheon on the patio provided 
by Noel and Ron Stout was a perfect conclusion to the morning. Thanks also to Laurie Corl, 

Cory Tipton, and Carl Steiner for helping to beautify the ground and providing logistical 
support for the luncheon (hauling tables back and forth from Keislar Hall!). 

 
 

Lent and Easter 2019 
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Mark’s Musings  
 

This year our Lenten study took a close look at the four 

gospel accounts of the story of Jesus’ passion and death. 

We compared the four side by side, and reflected on the 

differences. It would not be inaccurate to say that each of 

the evangelists brings his own ‘voice’ to the story, each 

enriching it in his own way. The earliest, and sparsest, of 

the accounts is found the Mark:  

After his last supper with his disciples on Thursday 

evening, they go out to Gethsemane. Jesus tells them that 

they will all desert him. Peter objects along with the others, 

but Jesus tells Peter that he will deny Jesus three times 

before dawn. Jesus eventually finds himself alone, and 

prays to God that the cup of suffering could be removed 

from him. But he ends his prayer with: ‘not what I want, but 

what you want.’ He returns to the disciples to find them 

sleeping, and reproves them. He goes off a ways again to 

pray, and returning, finds the disciples asleep again and 

expresses his impatience with them. This pattern repeats 

itself once more; but by this time, Judas, and a crowd with 

swords and clubs, had arrived. Judas went up to Jesus, 

greeted him with ‘Rabbi’ and kissed him. They arrested 

him on the spot. Someone drew his sword and struck the 

slave of the high priest and cut off his ear. Jesus rebukes 

the crowd for sneaking around at night; all the disciples 

fled. They grabbed onto one young man who was 

following Jesus, but he slipped out of his clothes and ran 

away naked.(This last detail is found only in Mark). 

They take Jesus to the high priest. Peter follows at a 

distance. The chief priests and the whole council were 

looking for testimony to put Jesus to death. But the closest 

they got was from two witnesses that Jesus said he would 

destroy the Temple, but even they didn’t agree. The high 

priest asks him: ‘Are you the Messiah the Son of the 

Blessed One?’ Jesus answers, ‘Yes, and you will see the 

Son of Man seated at the right hand of the Power and 

coming on the clouds of heaven.’ That was enough for the 

high priest; he rent his robes; the council condemned him 

as deserving death. Some started hitting him and spitting 

on him while blindfolded, taunting him to ‘prophesy!’ The 

scene shifts to Peter, who, as Jesus foretold, denied him 

three times before the cock crowed. In the morning they 

handed Jesus over to Pilate. 

Pilate asked Jesus, ‘Are you the king of the Jews?’ Jesus 

said, ‘You say so.’ Jesus was silent from then on as 

accusations were heaped on him. The crowd asked Pilate 

to release a prisoner, and the chief priests urged the 

crowd to have him release Barabbas, a rebel and 

murderer, and to crucify Jesus. Pilate was happy to satisfy 

the crowd, so he released Barabbas, had Jesus flogged 

and then handed him over to be crucified. The Roman 

soldiers put a purple cloak, and a crown of thorns on him 

and mocked him, saying, ‘Hail, King of the Jews!’. Then 

they took off the cloak and gave him back his own clothes.  

The soldiers compelled a passer-by, Simon of Cyrene, to 

carry his cross. When they got to Golgotha, they offered 

him wine with myrrh, but he refused it. Around 9 am they 

crucified him, and divided his clothes among them. The 

inscription over him read: ‘King of the Jews.’ Two other 

bandits were crucified with him. Jesus was mocked and 

scorned by those who passed by, along with the chief 

priests and scribes, and even the two who were crucified 

with him. At noon darkness covered the earth for three 

hours. Then Jesus cried out with a loud voice: ‘My God, 

my God, why have you forsaken me?’ Then Jesus gave a 

loud cry and breathed his last. The curtain of the Temple 

was torn in two. The centurion who stood before him said, 

‘Truly this man was God’s Son!’ The women who had 

come to Jerusalem with Jesus stood looking on from a 

distance.  

As evening approached, and the Sabbath was about to 

start, Joseph of Arimathea went to Pilate and asked for the 

body of Jesus. Pilate learned from the centurion that Jesus 

was dead, and gave the body to Joseph.  Joseph took the 

body down, wrapped it in a linen cloth, laid it in a tomb 

hewn out of the rock and rolled a stone against it. Mary 

Magdalene and the other Mary saw where the body was 

laid.  

Matthew follows Mark’s account, but with some interesting 

changes. When Judas betrays Jesus, Matthew adds that 

Jesus replies to him: ‘Friend, do what you are here to do.’ 

Matthew adds that the person who cut off the ear of the 

slave of the high priest was one of Jesus’ followers, and 

that Jesus says to him: ‘put your sword back into its place; 

for all who take the sword will perish by the sword.’ 

 Matthew rewords the high priest’s question to Jesus, ‘Are 

you the Messiah, the Son of God?,’ replacing the more 

Jewish title, Son of the Blessed One, with the more 

Christian one: Son of God.  

After Jesus is taken away to Pilate, Matthew adds a 

substantial passage that recounts the story Judas, his 
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repentance (‘I have sinned by betraying innocent blood’), 

his rejected attempt to return the 30 pieces of silver to the 

chief priests, and his suicide by hanging. The silver has an 

afterlife as well: we learn that the chief priests decided to 

use it to buy a field as a place to bury foreigners, 

henceforth known as the Field of Blood.  

Matthew’s narrative then returns to Jesus, now before 

Pilate. The story is basically identical, except for one 

interesting detail: Matthew adds the forename Jesus to 

Barabbas. In Aramaic, Barabbas means ‘son of the father’-

- the contrast couldn’t be more stark or ironic. Matthew 

then adds that Pilate’s wife had had a dream and 

counseled her husband to have nothing to do with that 

innocent man. As Pilate announces his final decision, 

Matthew adds that Pilate washes his hands before the 

crowd, saying, ‘I am innocent of this man’s blood,’ the 

crowd shouting, ‘His blood be on us and on our children!’ 

(When Matthew wrote his gospel, the Romans had 

destroyed Jerusalem and the Temple just a few years 

before, and he no doubt saw that event as punishment on 

Israel for crucifying the Son of God). 

Matthew then goes back to Mark in his depiction of the 

crucifixion, up to the moment that Jesus dies. Matthew 

adds that there was an earthquake and ‘many of the 

bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised. 

After his resurrection they came out of the tombs and 

entered the city and appeared to many.’  

The story of Joseph of Arimathea is much the same as in 

Mark, with the added account of the religious authorities 

going to Pilate to ask that the tomb be secured so that 

Jesus’ disciples wouldn’t be able to steal the body and 

then claim he was risen from the dead. Pilate tells them to 

take care of it themselves. 

Luke tells much the same story (excluding Matthew’s 

additions), but tends to omit details that reflect poorly on 

the disciples, who, after all, become the leaders of the 

community after Jesus’ resurrection: their full-throated 

pledge to follow Jesus to the death is omitted. Similarly 

the exchange between Jesus and Peter in the garden is 

omitted. He only finds them sleeping once (instead of 

three times), and a rather sympathetic reason for their 

sleep is given: for grief. In later manuscripts of Luke, when 

Jesus is praying, it is added that an angel appears to 

Jesus to give him strength, and Jesus’ sweat become like 

great drops of blood. Luke tells us that when Judas 

approached Jesus to kiss him, Jesus rebuked him. And 

when the ear of the slave of the high priest had been cut 

off, Luke tells us that Jesus healed the ear.  

When Jesus is brought before the high priest, Luke 

reverses the sequence in Mark: he tells us first the story of 

Peter’s denial (after which we learn that Jesus had 

predicted it). Then he recounts the interrogation before the 

high priest, which then leads directly to the interrogation 

before Pilate.  

Luke adds that his accusers say: “We found this man 

perverting our nation, forbidding us to pay taxes to the 

emperor,” concluding with the charge common to Mark 

and Matthew: “and saying that he himself is the Messiah, a 

king.”  Luke adds the detail that Jesus’ accusers 

mentioned that he was from Galilee; and the subsequent 

account of Jesus before Herod (the same Herod that had 

put John the Baptist to death just a few years before), 

concludes on the note that “that same day Herod and 

Pilate became friends with each other; before this they had 

been enemies.” In Luke the rest of the scene with Pilate 

follows Matthew and Mark.  

Luke mentions Simon of Cyrene, but then adds that in the 

crowd following Jesus to the cross, there were women 

wailing and beating their breasts. Jesus turns and 

addresses them, saying, ‘Daughters of Jerusalem, do not 

weep for me, but weep for yourselves and your children.’ 

These verses were likely added by Luke to reflect the 

destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple in 70 AD, 

probably no more than about 10 years before Luke 

composed his account. (They are also an indirect 

confirmation of the charge against Jesus that he said he 

would destroy the Temple, and that yes, indeed, Jesus’ 

prophecy would come true.)  

As Jesus hangs from the cross, Luke also adds (in the 

later manuscripts) this prayer that he prays to God: 

“Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are 

doing,” together with the conversation between Jesus and 

the repentant thief, who seeks forgiveness, and Jesus 

grants it: ‘Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in 

Paradise. ’ In place of the loud cry that Mark records Jesus 

uttered as he died, Luke adds Jesus’ last words: ‘Father, 

into your hands I commend my spirit. ’ Luke changes the 

centurion’s response: ‘Certainly this man was innocent. ’ 

The story of Joseph of Arimathea is largely the same as in 

Mark and Matthew, adding that the women, returning 

home after observing Jesus’ burial, prepared spices and 
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ointments for his body, and then observed the 

commandment to rest on the Sabbath. 

John’s account is very different from the other three. 

Throughout the entire narrative, the evangelist gives the 

impression that Jesus is in charge of everything that 

happens – he is no helpless victim. Like the rest of his 

gospel, the action of the passion narrative is embellished 

with theological symbols. Jesus leads his disciples to the 

garden. There is no time for prayer (Jesus had given a 

long prayer at the end of the meal), and while Judas leads 

the ‘soldiers and police’ to the garden, he plays no role 

once they get there. It’s Jesus who asks the crowd: ‘Whom 

are you looking for? ’ When they tell him, he answers, “I 

am” (shorthand in Greek for God’s sacred name); at which 

they step back and fall to the ground, as though struck by 

divine power. The disciples don’t flee: Jesus tells the 

crowd to let them go. Here John adds that it’s Peter who 

struck the high priest’s slave (whose name we are told is 

Malchus) and Jesus rebukes Peter for trying to interfere 

with Jesus’ mission. They arrest Jesus and take him to the 

high priest.  

At this point, John introduces “another disciple” into the 

narrative who will play an important role through to the 

death of Jesus on the cross. John tells us that this disciple 

is known to the high priest, and he is responsible for 

getting Peter into the courtyard. The denials of Peter are 

interspersed with the scene of Jesus before the high 

priest. The high priest asks Jesus about his teaching 

(Jesus refuses to answer), but there is no dramatic scene 

of the question: “Are you the Son of God?” no rending of 

his garments, no shout of condemnation – although shortly 

after Jesus had raised Lazarus, the council had convened 

and decided that better one man should die for the people 

than he should spark a rebellion against Rome that would 

lead to the destruction of the people. This entire episode of 

Lazarus and the council's decision prior to Jesus' entry 

into Jerusalem is unique to John.  

When the Jewish authorities bring Jesus to Pilate’s 

headquarters, he goes out to meet them. He asks them 

what he has done; they give non-answers. Pilate goes 

back inside and asks Jesus, “Are you the King of the 

Jews?” This begins a dialogue between the two that ends 

with Pilate’s sarcastic question, “What is truth?” Then 

Pilate goes back outside to the crowd and asks whom they 

would have him release; they shout Barabbas. Pilate goes 

back inside and has Jesus flogged. The soldiers put a 

purple robe on him and a crown of thorns and mock and 

slap him. Pilate goes back outside, and then Jesus is 

brought out to shouts of “Crucify him! Crucify him!” The 

crowd tells Pilate that Jesus should die because he 

claimed to be the Son of God. This frightens Pilate and he 

takes Jesus back inside and they carry on their dialogue. 

He goes back outside to tell the crowd he wanted to 

release Jesus. But the crowd shouts, “If you release this 

man, you are no friend of the emperor. Everyone who 

claims to be a king set himself against the emperor.” At 

that, Pilate brings Jesus outside to the judgment seat, 

finally asking the crowd amidst their chants, “Shall I crucify 

your King?” and the chief priests answered, “We have no 

king but the emperor.” John adds that this took place 

around noon on the Day of Preparation for the Passover – 

the very time that the animal victims would be sacrificed in 

the Temple for the Passover feast. John also tells us that 

Jesus carried his cross by himself – no mention of 

assistance. The inscription that Pilate put on the cross 

read: Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews (in Latin: Iesus 

Nazarenus Rex Iudaeorum, abbreviated INRI). The 

crucifixion itself follows the synoptic account, but John 

adds that Jesus spoke to his mother, saying: “Woman, 

here is your son”; and to the disciple whom he loved, 

saying: “Here is your mother.” And from that day forward 

he took her into his own home. As Jesus is about to die, 

he doesn’t give out a loud cry, but says “I thirst;” and “It is 

finished.” After Jesus dies, John adds the account that the 

soldiers broke the legs of the two others crucified with 

Jesus, but since Jesus was already dead, they didn’t 

break his legs. This detail emphasizes that Jesus was the 

Passover lamb, that was to be without blemish. Finally, 

John adds that one of the soldiers pierced Jesus’ side and 

blood and water flowed out. While there have been many 

explanations of this phenomenon from a medical point of 

view, the main meaning of this detail is theological: from 

Christ flows the blood of the Eucharist poured out for the 

forgiveness of sins; and the water of Baptism that washes 

away our sin and brings us new life in Christ. 

The episode of the burial by Joseph of Arimathea is 

expanded by having Joseph being joined by Nicodemus, 

(who had visited Jesus at night back at the beginning of 

Jesus ministry, where Jesus taught him about being born 

again, and that God so loved the world, etc.). John adds 

that the two of them embalmed Jesus’ body with a 

hundred pounds of myrrh and aloes. 

***** 
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The outline of the story of Jesus’ passion and death, first 

sketched out in Mark, is roughly the same in the others. 

But the differences are revealing. Matthew wants to 

emphasize just how evil and venal the Jewish authorities 

had been – paying Judas to betray an innocent man; 

unwittingly bringing their own destruction upon them for 

killing the Son of God; insisting that a guard be posted at 

the tomb in order to quelch any claims that Jesus had 

been raised from the dead. The story of Judas, the dream 

of Pilate’ wife, and Pilate washing his hands all emphasize 

the innocence of Jesus.  

Luke stresses that Jesus was not alone in his agony, that 

God was always nearby; that even as he endures his 

suffering, he never abandons his mission of healing and 

forgiveness: healing the slave’s ear, praying for the 

women of Jerusalem who will be the ones to suffer when 

their city is destroyed; forgiving those who crucified him; 

welcoming the repentant thief into his kingdom; offering his 

spirit to God with his last breath. 

John emphasizes that it is Jesus who is in charge of 

everything that happens to him and to the disciples. His 

account of Jesus and Pilate is the most elaborate and 

dramatic of all the evangelists, and stresses that the 

kingdom of God is completely different from any earthly 

kingdom, whose agent, Pilate unwittingly answers his own 

question, “what is truth?” with the inscription on the cross: 

Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews. Jesus carries his 

own cross without assistance; from the cross he ensures 

that his mother will be taken care of; with the symbolism of 

the paschal sacrifice, he saves his people with the blood of 

the Eucharist and the water and Baptism. 

For most of us, these four portraits have been blended 

together; but we do well to take some time with each one 

individually to grasp the fullness of who Jesus was, and 

now is for us today. 

See you in church! 

Pastor Mark 

 

 

 

 

May Day is a public holiday usually 
celebrated on May 1. It is an ancient spring 

festival in the northern hemisphere and a 
traditional spring holiday in many cultures. 
 

 
 
It is also the date of the celebration of 
International Workers Day, chosen to 
coincide with the beginning of the1886 
Haymarket strike for an 8-hour day in 
Chicago. 
 
Mayday is also a distress call in radio 
communications that started with a radio 
officer in London in 1923, when most air 
traffic with London was from Paris. 
"Mayday" is the English version of the 
French "m'aider" - help me! 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/May_1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spring_(season)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Festival
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Northern_hemisphere
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May 3 -     Heide Oberg Pedersen 
May 14 -  Jim Boyce 
May 15 -  Greg Garcia  
May 16 -  Lisa Dwiggins 
May 17 -  Kristy Kinyon Jones, Betty Staley 
May 20 -  Charlene Gamache,  
 Megan Murdoch,  
 Stephen Cutright 
May 27 -  Ava Mainini 
May 29 -  Nancy Kamb 
May 30 –  Rossi Burke 
May 31 -  Jack Tipton, Jr. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

for May:  
 Worship Com. - Sun., 12, 7:00 PM, OR 

 Plenary Ad Council - Sun., 19, 1:00 PM, FR 
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Sunday  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   
  

 1 
 

10 AM  
Bible Study, R1 
11:30 AM  
Motion Class, KH 
1 PM Crafty Ladies, R1 
6:15 PM Girl Scts, KH 
7 PM Al Anon, FR 
7 PM Alateen, R1 
7:30 Choir Rehearsal, C 
 
 

2 
 
6 PM  
Yoga, R1 
7 PM Photo 
Club, R1 
 

3 
 

10 AM  
Motion Class,  
 KH 
6:30 PM 
EBARC 
class, R1  

4 
 
10 AM 
Bike Rodeo/ 
Spring 
Recruitment 
Sct, Parking 
Lot 

5 
 
10 AM 
Worship, S 
11:30 AM 
Fellowship, 
KH 

 

6 

 
6:30 PM 
Cubs, 
KH/FR/R1 
7:30 PM 
Handbells, 
S 
 

7 
 
10 AM Painting Group, 
R1  
4 PM Faith 
Exploration 
6 PM Yoga, R1 
7 PM  Boy Scts, KH 
7:30 PM Kairos  
Rehearsal, S  

8 
 

10 AM  
Bible Study, R1 
11:30 AM  
Motion Class, KH 
1 PM Crafty Ladies, R1 
6:15 PM Girl Scts, KH 
7 PM Al Anon, FR 
7 PM Alateen, R1 
7:30 Choir Rehearsal, C 

9 
 
6 PM  
Yoga, R1 
 

10 
 

10 AM  
Motion Class,  
 KH 
6:30 PM 
EBARC Club, 
KH 

11 
 
10 AM 
Blessing 
Closet, R2 

12    
 

Happy 
Mother's 

Day 
 

10 AM 
Worship, S 
11:30 AM 
Fellowship, 
KH 

13 
 
6:30 PM 
Cubs, 
KH/FR/R1 
7:30 PM 
Handbells, 
S 
 

14 
 
10 AM Painting Group, 
R1  
4 PM Faith 
Exploration 
6 PM Yoga, R1 
7 PM  Boy Scts, KH 
7:30 PM Kairos  
Rehearsal, S  

15 
 

10 AM  
Bible Study, R1 
11:30 AM  
Motion Class, KH 
1 PM Crafty Ladies, R1 
6:15 PM Girl Scts, KH 
7 PM Al Anon, FR 
7 PM Alateen, R1 
7:30 Choir Rehearsal, C 

16 
 

6 PM  
Yoga, R1 
7 PM Photo 
Club, R1 
 

17   
  
10 AM  
Motion Class,  
 KH 
10:30 AM 
GRIP 
6:30 PM 
EBARC 
class, R1  

18 

19   
    
10 AM 
Worship, S 
11:30 AM 
Fellowship, 
KH 
1 PM 
Plenary Ad. 
Council, FR 

20 

 
& FR 
6:30 PM 
Cubs, 
KH/FR/R1 
7:30 PM 
Handbells, 
S 
 

21 
 
10 AM Painting Group, 
R1  
4 PM Faith 
Exploration 
6 PM Yoga, R1 
7 PM  Boy Scts, KH 
7:30 PM Kairos  
Rehearsal, S  

22 
 

10 AM  
Bible Study, R1 
11:30 AM  
Motion Class, KH 
1 PM Crafty Ladies, R1 
6:15 PM Girl Scts, KH 
7 PM Al Anon, FR 
7 PM Alateen, R1 
7:30 Choir Rehearsal, C 

23 
 
2 PM B&G 
Club, KH & FR 

6 PM  
Yoga, R1 
 

24 
 

10 AM  
Motion Class,  
 KH 
6:30 PM 
EBARC 
class, R1  

25 
 

26 

 
10 AM 
Worship, S 
11:30 AM 
Fellowship, 
KH 

  

27 
 
Memorial 

Day 
 

28 
 

10 AM Painting Group, 
R1  
4 PM Faith 
Exploration 
6 PM Yoga, R1 
7 PM  Boy Scts, KH 
7:30 PM Kairos  
Rehearsal, S 

29 
 

10 AM  
Bible Study, R1 
11:30 AM  
Motion Class, KH 
1 PM Crafty Ladies, R1 
6:15 PM Girl Scts, KH 
7 PM Al Anon, FR 
7 PM Alateen, R1 
7:30 Choir Rehearsal, C 

30 
 
2 PM B&G 
Club, KH & FR 

6 PM  
Yoga, R1 
 

31 
 

10 AM  
Motion Class,  
 KH 
6:30 PM 
EBARC 
class, R1 

 

May 2019 
Calendar 

The Boys & Girls Club  
will be meeting in the  

Keislar Hall and Fireside Room  
Monday - Friday  

1 PM - 6 PM 



 

 

pg. 8 The Appian Wayfarer 

 

Wayfarer  

May 2019 issue 
El Sobrante United Methodist Church 

670 Appian Way, El Sobrante, CA  94803 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED  

 
Resident Bishop,  Minerva Carcaño  

District Superintendent, Schuyler Rhodes 

Pastor, Mark A. Zier 

Director of Music, Eileen M. Johnson 

Lay Leader, Jacqueline Corl-Seidel 

Lay Minister, Charlene Kafer 

Treasurer, Marilyn Lomelino 

Office, Erika Cortez 
 

Find ESUMC online 
www.esumconline.org 
Facebook, search for “El Sobrante United Methodist Church” 

Prayer Concerns   Gary Dwiggins, Paulette Collins, Family of Sabrina Looney, Hailie James, Bob 

& Hilda Nessel (friends of Cheryl Brown), Pat Rockeman, Joan Landis and family, Family of Maxine 
Hilburn, Emery Phillips, Family of Betty Staley, Noel Stout, Family of Bob Parker, Darlene Fleming, 
Family of Valerie Kleinfeld, Frank Kafer's sister and brother-in-law Karen Kafer Kearsley and Cliff 
Kearsley, Family of Sam Emmanuele, Flor Sanchez & her mother (Karen Jarrell's colleague), Wendy 
Allen, Bill Slessinger, family of Dorothy Williams, Lee Hunt, Edna Luffey, Marge Dean, Leota Merrithew, 
Karin Shuttlesworth, Gina Ledesma and her family (colleague of Karen Jarrell), Gary Stearns, family of 
Teresa Morin Stanton (friend of Lee Hunt), Sherry Banks, Victor Nozzolillo, the Fleming family (Steve, 
Denise Roby, & Michael), Laureen Kelly and Linda Goodman (nieces of Darlene), Gary Spearie (Paula 
Hammond's brother), those who continue to be impacted by natural disasters. 
 

 


