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The Crafty Ladies Lunch 
All Crafty Ladies and 
Plant room folks are 
invited to our annual 

luncheon  Jan 8th 2020 
at 1:00pm at El Cerros 
Mexican Restaurant in 
El Sobrante. Please 
contact Monika Smith 
@ 510-724-5099 or510-323-5300. 
 

Come celebrate Twelfth Night, 
Sunday, January 5, at ESUMC! 
 

Twelfth Night has marked the end of the "twelve 

days of Christmas" since the sixth century, It has 

always been observed with feasting and merriment. 

In typical Methodist fashion, we will celebrate it with 

a potluck after church! And we'll wrap up the season 

with one last round of Christmas carols! Don't worry: 

we won't get Shakespearean on you! 

 
Cub Scout Pack 134,  
Annual Pancake Breakfast  
This is the Cub Scouts annual fundraiser. 

Please join them on 
Saturday, January 11, 
2020 from 8:00am to 
11:30am in Keislar Hall. 
($8 individual, $25 for a 
family of four (parents 
and kids). 

 

Dear Members and Friends of ESUMC, 
 

After much prayerful consideration, I have 
decided to retire at the end of the current 
Conference year (June 30). This year marks 
the 44th year that I have served in ministry 
since my ordination in 1976 as an Elder in the 
East Ohio Annual Conference. God has 
blessed me with a long and varied calling, 
both in the parish and in the university, and 
no two appointments have been the same. 
My sojourn with you has been fruitful and 
rewarding personally, and I pray that you 
have found it meaningful and helpful as well. 
 

Going forward, may you continue to 
experience the abundant blessings of God in 
all that you do. 
 

Peace, 
Mark Zier 
 

P.S. Macy and I will continue to live in San 
Francisco in our retirement. 

A Special Charge Conference will 
be held on Sunday, January 19 at 
12:45 pm for the sole purpose of 
setting pastoral compensation for 
2020. All are welcome to attend. 
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West County CDF Freedom Schools 
 

What a Fabulous Freedom School Summer! 
 

School started August 19 and over 40 West County 

children arrived there better prepared, because you kept 

them reading over the summer! 
 

West County Freedom School®, and program of The 

Children’s Defense Fund, and created with your support, 

served students from  Nystrom and Stege Elementary 

Schools.  The West Contra Costa Unified School District 

donated, at no cost, one wing of Nystrom, near the corner 

of Cutting Boulevard and Harbour Way,  for our five 

classes, which were held daily, for six weeks in June and 

July.  
 

Our Freedom School scholars were taught by 7 young 

adults, referred to as “Servant leader Interns (SLI’s,)” 

who are now back at school and jobs, including UC 

Berkeley, UCLA, San Jose State, DePaul University and 

Fed Ex. Each day our scholars read a book together that 

had the theme, “I can make a difference.” At the end of 

each week the scholars got to choose one of those books 

to take home, to keep. 
 

This year’s scholars were big fans of recess and lunch. 

We were part of the USDA Summer Nutrition Program, 

so we did not need to raise any money to buy the 

breakfasts and lunches we served each of the 29 days. 
 

Another very popular facet of the program were the three 

fieldtrips we took, all by public transportation, to 

Richmond Public Library, Kennedy High School, and 

Children’s Fairyland. A handful of our scholars already 

had library cards, so we did the legwork to get library 

cards for the rest of them! At Kennedy High,  the Fab 

Lab, a technology lab created in partnership with 

Chevron, proved to be very popular where students 

played a variety of engineering games and made laser cut 

key chains they designed themselves. 
 

Who were our scholars? We had intended to recruit just 

“rising” third graders, to focus on the school district’s 

“Roadmap 2022” goal of  80% of third graders reading at 

grade level (because currently only 31% do.) In practice, 

however, when Adriana Ruiz and I visited Nystrom and 

Stege to recruit families, we discovered that often 

interested parents had other children or relatives they 

were hoping could attend with their third grader. Also, 

though the families of 50 students signed up for Freedom 

School, when we opened on June 17, only about 80% of 

those students showed up, so we then went to our waiting 

list, which included children who were living at two 

shelters. We ended up serving about ten homeless 

children and their families. 
 

We had a small number of Asian American scholars and 

the rest were African American and Latinx. Parents from 

Stege and Nystrom were able to get to know each other 

by participating in the required weekly parent meeting. 

We wanted to improve parent attendance at those 

meetings so the SLI’s made phone calls to invite parents 

directly and we saw an almost 20% improvement in 

parent participation. 
 

We forged relationships with Nystrom staff, including 

their School Community Outreach Worker, Rev. Andre 

Shumake, and Mr. Greg White, the Day Custodian. Both 

were on site, and helpful, daily! Other key supporters 

were Pastor Brian Adkins, who wrote our original 

sponsorship application, Maddie Orenstein who guided us 

through the ECIA Grant application writing process, 

Mike Peritz, retired WCCUSD teacher and Steering 

Committee member who volunteered on site every day, 

Angel Rivero, Open Door intern who worked for us ten 

hours a week, and Sandy Oberg and Vickie Resso, El 

Sobrante UMC members who led our art program. Our 

Steering Committee guided us, including Rev. Donna 

DeCamp, our diligent Treasurer. 
 

Challenges included unanticipated expenses, scheduling 

volunteers, paying for field trips, and needing time for 

longer staff meetings, to create our systems. Positive 

outcomes included the unrelenting welcome we 

experienced from all WCCUSD staffers. They have all 

asked us to return. Parents also were overwhelmingly 

positive telling us, “My child doesn’t want to leave each 

day!” and “You’re going to do this next year, right?” 

West County Freedom School would not have been 

possible without the enthusiastic support of our more than 

70 individual donors and our group donors: City of 

Richmond Environmental and Community Investment 

Agreement, Temple Beth Hillel, El Sobrante UMC 

Foundation, Eagle Foundation, and the entire 

congregation of Open Door UMC. 
 

---Joanna Pace 

Executive Director 

West County Freedom School ® 2019 
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Our Creation Station  

@ Freedom School 
 

Vickie Resso 
 

I can’t even remember exactly how it all came about, it 

all happened so fast.  But suddenly Sandy Oberg and I 

were deep into the planning of an art program for 

Freedom School last summer.  Freedom School was held 

at Nystrom Elementary School in Richmond. It was a 

special project that came about with special funding from 

the Children’s Defense Fund, grants from The City of 

Richmond, Open Door United Methodist Church, El 

Sobrante United Methodist Church, Chevron and other 

sponsors.   
 

The goal was to offer a reading enrichment program to 50 

scholars, in grades 2 - 5, who had been identified as 

reading below grade level. They would be lead through 

classes designed to boost their confidence, foster a love of 

reading, and help bring their reading levels up during the 

six week program. 
 

When we heard about the program, Sandy and I 

wondered if it included an art element.   If so, we wanted 

to volunteer to assist the art teacher.   We spoke with 

Joanna Pace from Open Door, the administrator of the 

program.  Joanna was very excited about our questions 

and soon asked us to put together a plan.   
 

“What?  But we just wanted to help out.”  Since the idea 

of adding an art element was a new concept, it was up to 

us to put something together.  I had the feeling that we 

were diving into unknown waters head first, but at this 

point, there was no way we could back out.  We had 

convinced Joanna with great passion the importance of 

children developing the artistic part of their brains and 

how it helps with success in all of their core academics.  I 

remember telling Sandy early on, “I think we have been 

called.”  So we decided to read as much as we could, 

gather tons of donated supplies, (thank you ESUMC 

Crafty Ladies and church family, Sandy’s hair dresser, 

and other donors), and we forged ahead.   
 

Sandy and I met several times to talk about art projects 

that would give the children a wide range of art media to 

work with.   My years of teaching children at the Pinole 

Art Center were valuable, but a totally different 

experience.  I kept my class size small and limited the 

ages of the children to 8 to 12 years in my Saturday 

morning classes.  Sandy had tons of experience as a 

preschool teacher, and she had lots of wonderful plans for 

the children far beyond my paint and clay classes.   
 

Sandy showed me how we could “paint” with magnets, 

metal objects, and marbles dipped into paint.  She 

convinced me that the kids would able to sew with 

needles and thread and hoops.  We talked about paper 

mache’, watercolors, tempera paint, 3D projects made 

from milk cartons, shoe boxes, styrofoam, and lots and 

lots of tape and glue.  Lots of tape.  And glue.   
 

When we started setting up the classroom, we brought 

load after load of supplies from our cars into our room 

and began to organize them.  All those supplies made me 

nervous.  I started to sweat.  I was wondering what we 

were in for.   
 

We recruited assistance from members of our church.  

Paula Hammond, Marilyn Lomelino, Karen Jarrell, and 

some other great people with teaching experience helped 

us keep order, keep the kids supplied with paint, water, 

glue, paper, chalk, you name it, depending on what the 

project of the day was.  We had up to 18 excited, happy 

(for the most part), scholars in each of two classes on 

Tuesdays and Thursdays in our “Creation Station.”   
 

Sandy fashioned a giant paintbrush, made from a broom 

and a swimming pool noodle.  When it was time to come 

to the creation station, one of us would march around the 

playground with the big paintbrush to let the little artists 

know it was time for Creation Station.   
 

Those two days per week quickly morphed into more 

days as kids wanted to spend more time creating.  Then 

there were parents meetings and teachers meetings, and 

an art show for the parents at the end of the session.  
 

One day I walked into the room and took a breath to ask 

one of the  young girls what she was planning to do with 

an unfinished art project.  But before I could even speak, 

she dramatically raised one finger in the air and very 

clearly told me in her firm, Aretha Franklin, voice, 

“Don’t talk to me.  I don’t have ONE minute.  I… (pause) 

am an artist!”  Well.  I couldn’t argue with that!  She 

certainly was.  I loved her confident attitude.   
 

The school session eventually wound down and we 

wondered how all the weeks had flown by so quickly.  

My memory was a blur of some kids too energetic to 

focus, and some sitting quietly with a driven desire to 

create a helicopter from popsicle sticks, a factory from 

paper towel rolls, a shoe box with half a styrofoam ball 

glued on its top that became a space station. There was  

painting after painting of watercolor turtles.  Chalk 

butterflies stretched far down the hall on our final day 

when we had the art show, complete with refreshments 

served by little hands to very proud parents.   
 

One of our greatest joys was seeing their excitement 

when Sandy announced that each scholar would receive 

their very own pack of brand new art supplies to take 

home.  Early on, we had discovered that some children 

had no art supplies at home.  This just wouldn’t do.  After 

all there are “artists” in this group.  So with the help of 

ESUMC member donations, we were able to purchase 

paints, pencils, crayons, scissors, glue, paper, and we 
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made what seemed like a barrel of Play Dough to take 

home on their last day, along with all of their artwork in a 

folder. 
 

I hope the scholars remember Freedom School with the 

same fondness as me.  Sandy and I got paid with lots of 

hugs and little notes with hearts and smiles and “thank 

you’s.”  I hope they know how much we loved doing this.   

And how much we loved them.  Many of our 

conversations with these beautiful children resulted in 

misty eyes.  They are so precious, how can you not be 

moved by them?   
 

After a few weeks of rest and recovery, Sandy and I 

looked at each other and admitted it was all worth it.  We 

grew closer as friends, and we believed we made a good 

team with mutual respect for what each offers. Then we 

decided that we wanted to do more.   
 

We launched an after school paint class at the San Pablo 

Public Library in November.  It’s a lot less intense, with 

just one or two classes a month.  Maybe we will do more 

next year.   
 

What’s important to remember is that these art 

experiences are rare in the public school these days.  The 

students are starving for art and need it for multiple 

reasons.  They have told me in these exact words:  “I love 

this so much and we don’t have it at school.” The needs 

are great. It’s one way we can let the children in our 

community know that they are loved.   

 

 
 
 
 

Holiday Action Alert: Tell Richmond to End Toxic Coal and Pet Coke Dust Pollution!  
 

At their December 3rd meeting, the Richmond City Council listened for more than three hours as community members 

presented technical, legal, and personal testimony regarding the necessity of passing the Richmond Coal Ordinance. The 

proposed ordinance, which will phase out the storage and handling of coal and poisonous petroleum coke (“pet” coke) over 

several years, relies on the city’s police powers to regulate businesses in the interest of residents’ health and safety. The 

council postponed the vote to mid-January, and they need you to tell them to vote “YES!” on this ordinance to 

protect public health and the environment.  
 

Background:  
 

Coal shipments at Richmond’s Levin Terminal have spiked to nearly a million metric tons per year. The dirty fossil fuel is 

stored in massive uncovered piles on the waterfront before it’s shipped overseas, as is poisonous pet coke, the toxic residue 

from crude oil refining. These substances pose a serious threat to the health and safety of local communities and the 

environment.  
 

Fugitive dust released into the air during coal and pet coke operations at the terminal contains materials known to 

pose severe harm to human health, including fine particulate matter (PM2.5), arsenic, lead, mercury, and many other toxic 

heavy metals. Exposure to these substances is linked to cardiovascular and respiratory conditions including asthma, 

pneumonia, COPD (emphysema), heart disease, and cancer. Pet coke emits toxic volatile gasses in addition to PM2.5 

and deadly heavy metals.  
 

Richmond residents—especially those living in low-income, predominantly black and brown communities—are 

already overburdened by pollution: from the Chevron refinery, the I-80 and I-580 corridors, and other industrial polluters. 

They suffer from some of the highest rates of asthma, cardiovascular disease, and stroke in the Bay Area. Coal and pet coke 

dust pollution from the terminal presents an added health risk.  
 

Please send your version of the email below to Richmond City Council members. Their emails can be found at http://ca-

richmond.civicplus.com/directory.aspx?did=27. And please come show your support of the ordinance at the January 14 

meeting of the Richmond City Council. Updates at the No Coal in Richmond website: https://ncir.weebly.com/  
 

E-mail to send:  
 

Subject line: Vote “Yes” To Phase Out Coal and Pet Coke  
 

I am a Richmond resident, and I’ve been following the effort to pass an ordinance phasing out coal and pet coke from the 

city. I support this ordinance and encourage you to vote for it on January 14. My community has experienced pollution from 

many sources, which has affected the health of residents, including children with asthma and elders with heart disease and 

COPD. We need to eliminate this burden on us. [add personal or family experience with asthma, heart disease, cancer, or other 

COPD etc. here] 
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January 1 - Polly Hancock 
January 6 - Maxine Hilburn 
January 7 - Pam Hancock 
January 8 - Tom Openshaw 
January 10 - Viola Wessman 
January 11 - Ken Woodson, Lisa Steiner 
January 12 – Karen Jarrell 
January 13 - Max Richardson 
January 17 - Brent Mason 
January 19 - Maryalyze Romeo, Maryalyze Romeo 
January 21 - Brennan Taft 
January 25 - Rebecca Slessinger, Hansen 
Rahmgren 
January 26 - Pam Richardson, Charlene Kafer 
January 27 - Greg Webber 
January 30 – Shirley Phillips 
January 31 - Bria Kille Cartwright 
 
 

 

 

The annual Woman's retreat date has 
been set! This year the retreat will be 
held March 20 - 22nd at the Ralston 
White Retreat Center in Mill Valley. 
More information to follow.  

 
Come “hang out” at a baby shower 

for Michele Lomelino 
 Sunday, January 19, 2020 

 2 pm in Keislar Hall 
Help Michele complete her  
laundry list of baby basics.  

(onesies, t-shirts, simple outfits, towels,  
receiving blankets and such) 

A clothesline/clothespins will be available  

for unwrapped gifts to be hung.  

 

 

 

for January:  
 Growing Young Meeting - Sun., 5,  

1:00 PM, FR 

 Worship Com. - Sun., 12, 7:00 PM, OR 

 Special Charge Conference - Sun., 19, 
12:30 PM, FR 

 
 

Diverse leaders' group offers 
separation plan for the UMC 
 

A diverse, 16-member group of United 
Methodist bishops and other leaders has 
offered a proposal that would preserve The 
United Methodist Church while allowing 
traditionalist-minded congregations to form a 
new denomination. The separating group would 
get $25 million in United Methodist funds and 
would keep its local church properties. 
 

For more, see  
https://www.umnews.org/en/news/diverse-
leaders-group-offers-separation-plan 

Birthdays 

ESUMC Treasurer's Report 
 

Income 
Expense 

$210,015.61 
$215,832.60 

Shortfall ($5,816.99) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.umnews.org/en/news/diverse-leaders-group-offers-separation-plan
https://www.umnews.org/en/news/diverse-leaders-group-offers-separation-plan
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Reverse Advent Calendar 

Food Drive  

Thanks to all who participated in the 

Reverse Advent Calendar food drive! 

The Resso's took a truckload of food 

to the Salvation Army on December 

30, with Marilyn supervising. 
 
 

A Thank You Card from Fred Finch 
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Sunday  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1  

  
New Year's Day 

2 
 

6 PM Yoga, 
R1 

3 
 
11 AM Motion 
Class, KH 

4 
 
 

5   
 
10 AM  
Worship, S 
11:30AM Twelfth 
Night Potluck, KH 
1:00 PM Growing 
Young Meeting, 
FR 

 

6 
 

6:30 PM CS 
Pack 134 
Meetings, 
KH, FR, R1 

7 
 
10 AM Painting 
Group, R1 
4 PM  Faith 
Exploration 
6 PM Yoga, R1 
7:30 PM  
Kairos 
Rehearsal, S 

8 
 

10 AM  
Bible Study, R1 
11:30 AM  
Motion Class, KH 
1:00 PM The Carfty 
Ladies Lunch  
(off-site) 
6:15 PM  
GS Leaders, KH 
7 PM Al Anon, FR 
7:30 PM  
Choir Rehearsal, C  

9 
 

6 PM Yoga, 
R1 
 

10 
 
10 AM Motion 
Class, KH 
6:30 PM 
EBARC Club, 
KH 

 

11  
 

8:00 AM 
Pancake 

Breakfast,
KH 

10am 
Blessings 
Closet, R2 

12 
 
10 AM  
Worship, S 
11:30AM 
Fellowship 
7 PM Worship 
Committee, OR   

13 
 

6:30 PM CS 
Pack 134 
Meetings, 
KH, FR, R1 

14 
 
10 AM Painting 
Group, R1 
4 PM  Faith 
Exploration 
6 PM Yoga, R1 
7:30 PM  
Kairos 
Rehearsal, S 

15 
 
10 AM  
Bible Study, R1 
11:30 AM  
Motion Class, KH 
1 PM Crafty 
Ladies, R1 
6:15 PM  
GS Leaders, KH 
7 PM Al Anon, FR 
7:30 PM  
Choir Rehearsal, C  

16 
 

6 PM Yoga, 
R1 
7:30 PM 
Photo Club, 
R1 

17 
 

10:30 a.m. 
GRIP  
(off-site) 
11 AM Motion 
Class, KH 
 

18  
 

10 PM 
Troop 86 
Cub Scout 
Activity 
Day, KH  

 

19 
 
10 AM  
Worship, S 
11:30AM 
Fellowship 
12:45 PM Special 
Charge 
Conference, S 
2 PM Lomelino 
Shower, KH 
 

20 
 

 

21    
 
10 AM Painting 
Group, R1 
4 PM  Faith 
Exploration 
6 PM Yoga, R1 
7:30 PM  
Kairos 
Rehearsal, S 

22 

 
10 AM  
Bible Study, R1 
11:30 AM  
Motion Class, KH 
1 PM Crafty 
Ladies, R1 
6:15 PM  
GS Leaders, KH 
7 PM Al Anon, FR 
7:30 PM  
Choir Rehearsal, C  

23 
 

6 PM Yoga, 
R1 
 

24 
 
11 AM Motion 
Class, KH 
 

25 
 
 

26 
 
10 AM  
Worship, S 
11:30AM 
Fellowship 

27 
 

6:30 PM CS 
Pack 134 
Meetings, 
KH, FR, R1 

28 
 

10 AM Painting 
Group, R1 
4 PM  Faith 
Exploration 
6 PM Yoga, R1 
7:30 PM  
Kairos 
Rehearsal, S 
 
 
 

29 

 
10 AM  
Bible Study, R1 
11:30 AM  
Motion Class, KH 
1 PM Crafty 
Ladies, R1 
6:15 PM  
GS Leaders, KH 
7 PM Al Anon, FR 
7:30 PM  
Choir Rehearsal, C  

30 
 

6 PM Yoga, 
R1 
 

31 
 
11 AM Motion 
Class, KH 
 

 

January 
2020 Calendar 
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED  

 
Resident Bishop,  Minerva Carcaño 

District Superintendent, Schuyler Rhodes 

Pastor, Mark A. Zier 

Director of Music, Eileen M. Johnson 

Lay Minister, Jacqueline Corl-Seidel 

Lay Minister, Charlene Kafer 

Treasurer, Marilyn Lomelino 

Office, Erika Cortez 
 

Find ESUMC online 
www.esumconline.org 
Facebook, search for “El Sobrante United Methodist Church” 

Prayer Concerns   Kafer's friends, Tim and Colleen Thomas; The family of Judy Buhlis; Jerry 

Patterson and Dana Miller (brother and daughter of Bob Patterson); Carl Just; Robert Johnson (former 
colleague of Karen Jarrell); the family of Helen Holzinger (Joan's mother); the family of Clinton Pierce 
(the father of Sabrina Looney); the family of John Cecil Looney (father of David Looney); Annette Allan 
(Noel Stout's sister); the family of Parker Walker; Ron Driskell (Karen Jarrell's colleague); Gary 
Dwiggins; Hailie James; Joan Landis and family; family of Maxine Hilburn, family of Betty Staley; family 
of Don Landis; Lee Hunt; Leota Merrithew, family of Teresa Morin Stanton (friend of Lee Hunt); Sherry 
Banks; Victor Nozzolillo; the Fleming family (Darlene, Steve, Denise Roby, & Michael); Laureen Kelly 
and Linda Goodman (nieces of Darlene); Gary Spearie (Paula Hammond's brother); those who 
continue to be impacted by natural disasters. 

 
 

 
 


