
Readings for December 25, 2019  Christmas II (Morning) 
 
Isaiah 62:1-5. Context. This week's reading is taken from the "epilogue" (chapters 55-66) of the second section 
of the book of Isaiah that reflect the ministry of an anonymous servant, who suffered and was killed in the 
closing days of the Exile in Babylon. These concluding chapters give us some insight into the struggle his 
followers encountered in keeping his message alive. It seems that the servant's message was not 
uncontroversial: he had insisted that if Zion was to experience rebirth and a new life in God (which is described 
so eloquently in this week's passage), it would not be enough for the people simply to return to their old ways. 
But if they truly turned to God and were serious about living in love and justice with each other and with all 
peoples as God willed for them, they would experience a glorious renewal. The term translated "vindication" is 
more properly translated as "righteousness": Zion's righteousness is her living according to God's justice.  
 

For Zion's sake I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem's sake I will not rest, until her 
vindication shines out like the dawn, and her salvation like a burning torch. The nations shall 
see your vindication, and all the kings your glory; and you shall be called by a new name that 
the mouth of the LORD will give. You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD, and 
a royal diadem in the hand of your God. You shall no more be termed Forsaken, and your land 
shall no more be termed Desolate; but you shall be called My Delight Is in Her, and your land 
Married; for the LORD delights in you, and your land shall be married. For as a young man 
marries a young woman, so shall your builder marry you, and as the bridegroom rejoices over 
the bride, so shall your God rejoice over you. 
 

Reflection. Christians have always seen Jesus as walking in the footsteps of God’s suffering servant, and 
Christ’s followers as struggling to make real his vision. Now – as then – just because the prophet proclaims a 
glorious future doesn't mean that the people are any more likely to pay attention to what he says. Some hear 
and are encouraged; others turn away. How does the vision of a world of peace, love, joy and hope energize 
you? 
 
******************** 
 

Psalm 97. Context. This week's psalm is sometimes called an “enthronement” psalm, since it describes God’s 
rule over all peoples and places. It opens with a “theophany,” describing God’s fearsome appearance. Although 
the psalmist acknowledges evil and injustice in the world, he proclaims his confidence that God will ultimately 
overcome them, and “rescue those who hate evil.” One could imagine Paul and Silas singing this psalm even as 
they were imprisoned – and singing it again with the jailer and his household after their release! 
 

The LORD is king! Let the earth rejoice; let the many coastlands be glad! Clouds and thick 
darkness are all around him; righteousness and justice are the foundation of his throne. Fire 
goes before him, and consumes his adversaries on every side. His lightnings light up the 
world; the earth sees and trembles. The mountains melt like wax before the LORD, before the 
Lord of all the earth. The heavens proclaim his righteousness; and all the peoples behold his 
glory. All worshipers of images are put to shame, those who make their boast in worthless 
idols; all gods bow down before him. Zion hears and is glad, and the towns of Judah rejoice, 
because of your judgments, O God. For you, O LORD, are most high over all the earth; you are 
exalted far above all gods. The LORD loves those who hate evil; he guards the lives of his 
faithful; he rescues them from the hand of the wicked. Light dawns for the righteous, and joy 
for the upright in heart. Rejoice in the LORD, O you righteous, and give thanks to his holy 
name! 
 

Reflection. However much the earth may tremble at the coming of the Lord, the psalmist’s trust in God is utterly 
unshakeable. That should give us the courage always to do what we know is right in God’s sight. How often do 
we act on that courage? 

 
******************* 
 

Titus 3:4-7. Context. The letter to Titus and the two letters to Timothy are called the “pastoral letters” because 
they generally address issues of pastoral leadership, written to two of Paul’s younger colleagues responsible for 
carrying on the work of growing congregations. Titus was working in Crete. There has been much discussion 
over the years about the authorship of these letters: Paul is the ostensible author, but the language, style and 
focus of the letters suggest a disciple of Paul writing in Paul’s name to the issues of a later generation. The 
author outlines the qualities of those who are to lead the Christian community, that will be raised up as “a people 



zealous for good deeds.”  He reminds them that before the coming of Christ, they were just as much sinners as 
everyone else…. 
 

But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not 
because of any works of righteousness that we had done, but according to his mercy, through 
the water of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit. This Spirit he poured out on us richly 
through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that, having been justified by his grace, we might become 
heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 
 

The followers of Christ are zealous for good deeds, “works of righteousness,” which are the fruits of the spirit 
and testify to God’s grace at work in them. But our works do not “earn” God’s grace. If we had to work our way 
into heaven, we’d all be lost! Grace comes first, then our zeal for good works. And to be sure, as James writes, 
“faith without works is dead” (2:26). 
 
******************* 
 

Luke 2:1-20. Context. While Luke the evangelist uses various sources for his gospel, he also includes 
traditions that serve his theological purpose not found in any other early account, especially in his narrative of 
the “pre-history” of Jesus prior to his baptism as a young man. This is especially true in his account of Jesus’ 
birth. Of the other evangelists, only Matthew gives an account of Jesus’ birth, and he gives a very different 
picture, agreeing with Luke only on the facts of Jesus’ birth taking place in Bethlehem and that he was 
considered “son of David” through his mother’s husband, Joseph. While Luke gives historical markers to situate 
his story (Caesar Augustus, Quirinius), they are more important as theological symbols, suggesting that the 
gospel of God’s peace and salvation will be far more important than the Pax Romana begun under Caesar, with 
its attendant oppressive taxes and occupation of Judea – even though Luke will describe Joseph and Mary as 
obedient to the decrees of Caesar. In Luke’s story the angelic host appears not to Magi (the wise, royal 
counselors that are important players in Matthew’s account), but only to shepherds – a lowly and generally 
despised class in Jesus’ day. The brilliant light of God’s glory splits the darkness of the night, even as the 
righteousness of God in Jesus will dispel the darkness of human sin. The joyful response of the shepherds 
serves as a model for all who would believe in the Good News. 
 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 
All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph  also went from the town of Nazareth in 
Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the 
house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and 
who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver, because 
there was no place for them in the inn. In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, 
keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the 
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, "Do 
not be afraid; for see--I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is 
born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for 
you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." And suddenly 
there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, "Glory to 
God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" When the 
angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let us go now 
to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us." 
So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When 
they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it 
were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and 
pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they 
had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
 

The announcement of God’s kingdom is always in the shadow of the kingdoms of this world. The announcement 
of God’s kingdom is also first and foremost to the poor, the marginalized, and the powerless. For those of us 
who have benefitted so much from being born into what are essentially the privileged classes of the First World, 
the story of Christmas is perhaps best mythologized, or trivialized, or kept at arm’s length – unless we are willing 
to take seriously its call to set aside our worldly aspirations and live lives of humility and service. Are we there 
yet? 


