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Ash Wednesday, February. 26 

Joint Circuit 
Observance at  

Richmond First UMC  

201 Martina St.,  
Richmond 

7:30 PM 
 

 

17th Annual Women's Retreat  
 

Join us for a relaxing 
weekend on March 20-22, 
2020, of comfortable 
accommodations and good 
food in a beautiful setting 
at the Ralston White 
Retreat Center, Mill Valley, 
CA! With fun, creative, and relaxing activities. 
This is your weekend to use doing whatever 
brings you pleasure and feeds your soul! If you 
have any questions, please contact  
Peggy Abrams 510-758-7463. 
 

 

 

Feb. 1 -  Glen Bullock 
Feb. 2 -  Drake Collins 
Feb. 7 -  Joanne Smart 
Feb. 9 –  Destiny McFarland 
Feb. 13 -  Pauline Webber 
Feb. 14 -  Bonnie Tibere 
Feb. 15 -  Jo Bork 
Feb. 16 -  Jeffrey Neyhouse, Susan McFarland 
Feb. 17 -  Bonnie McFarland 
Feb. 19 - Rachel Arnold 
Feb. 20 -  Michele Lomelino 
Feb. 24 -  Susan Hamner 
Feb. 26 -  Ken Kille 
Feb. 27 -  Matthew Collins  

 

 

 

What's My Why?  
 

During the season of Epiphany we're exploring how the 
understanding of our own call to mission reflects the call 
to Jesus (at his baptism), Jesus' call to his first disciples 
and his call to us. If you would like to share the story of 
your call to mission, please contact Pastor Mark. Below is 
Jacqueline's, which she shared in worship on January 19:  
 

"When we talked about this in Worship Committee I 
declared that I had never heard God’s voice. And then I 
thought about it for a while. And then I volunteered to be 
the first to stand up here and talk about my mission. I 
spent all of my teen years and maybe some years before 
and quite a few after asking why. Why I was here? Why 
was I even born? What was the purpose of my life? 
Demanding answers, getting none. But I never begged for 
answers when I was dancing. When I was dancing I was 
dancing for others. And then in high school I also joined 
the Red Cross club which took us out into the public. We 
volunteered. We went to schools, we went to rest homes, 
convalescent homes, and when I was there I was happy. I 
realized I can communicate and bring joy to others when I 
stopped worrying about myself, when I stopped worrying 
about why I’m here. God's message to me, not in a voice 
but in what I did and how I felt was that it’s not about me. 
So my mission statement simplified is this, 'I will use my 
knowledge and my gifts to serve others.' In order to give I 
had to recognize that I have something to give. I had to 
learn that my mere existence gave joy to some and then 
that the attention gave others brought more joy. I stopped 
wishing I didn’t exist and became grateful for my life. 
Gratitude led me to serve others. My mission statement: I 
will use my life, my knowledge and my gifts to serve 
others, always putting it to the test. Does it harm, does it 
help, does it do good for the earth. Thank You." 

Monthly Meetings  
for February:  
 Worship - Sun, Feb. 9, 7 PM, OR 

 Plenary Ad. Council – Sun., Feb.16, 12:30 PM, KH 

 

Most everything for the new photo directory is ready to go. If you would like 

additional phone numbers and/or email addresses to be included on the roster 

that will be appended to the photos, please send your information to the office  

by next Monday. 
 

We will assume that if your phone number has not changed since the last 

directory (2014), that number is your home phone and/or the only phone number 

you use. If you supply a additional numbers, please indicate home (h) or cell (c). 
 

If you had your picture taken for the directory, the email address you gave at that 

time will appear first. Otherwise, the email addresses for your family will be 
listed as we have them in the church contact list. 
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Mark's Musings 
 

The Bible and Suffering 
 

In our Faith Exploration class that meets on Tuesdays at 

4, we’ve been reading Making Sense of the Bible: 

Rediscovering the Power of Scripture Today by Adam 

Hamilton. In it he proposes a way of interpreting the 

Bible that is clear, straightforward, and makes a lot of 

sense. He takes particular aim at the literalists who claim 

that every word on the page of the Bible is infallible and 

inerrant. 
 

For most of us the infallibility and inerrancy of the words 

on the page are not an issue: we understand that the 

authors of the works that have been compiled into what 

we call the Bible were speaking to their contemporaries in 

terms that they would understand, but that much has 

changed since then in the way we look at the world and 

ourselves. And it’s up to us, with God’s help, to find 

ways to make the words on the page meaningful to our 

contemporary understanding of things. 
 

To be sure, some things haven’t changed: the notion that 

the God of love has made all things good, and that God 

loves everything that God has created. But God has 

created this world with a considerable degree of 

autonomy and freedom. We can see this in the case of the 

freedom of our will: God wants us to love God; and love 

not freely given is not love. And so we enjoy free will, to 

make choices for ourselves, good or bad. We are not 

puppets and God is not a puppeteer. And in the age of 

quantum mechanics, we have come to understand that 

even the laws of nature are not so much ironclad laws as 

probabilities, that apparently even God cannot know in 

advance, since that’s the way God seems to have created 

the universe. 
 

But issues regularly come up that often seem like, or are 

presented as, God’s way for us, based as they are on the 

worldview of the ancient Near East that we discover in 

the Bible where God constantly intervenes directly in the 

world and punishes as often as not.  
 

One such issue is the problem of suffering, especially 

unjust suffering. This is a mystery that cries for an 

explanation, but the ‘explanations’ we hear sometimes do 

harm, based as they are on that ancient understanding of 

God’s interaction with the world.   
 

It's only natural for us seek explanations, and to want to 

comfort those who are suffering. But Hamilton cautions 

against giving explanations that might sound comforting, 

yet can also be hurtful. Those sayings that we’ve 

probably heard, and perhaps even said to others include: 

“Everything happens for a reason,” and “It must have 

been the will of God.” For some who hear these words, 

they can easily lead to a downward cycle of depression 

and despair. For those whose seek to comfort those who 

are suffering, the best comfort comes from listening and 

affirming the one who suffers. It’s OK to admit that there 

is a very real mystery to suffering. And we also know that 

God suffers with us, having experienced the pain of 

human suffering through Jesus’ suffering and death on 

the cross. And finally, that no matter what might happen 

to us or anyone else, there is nothing that can separate us 

from the love of God. 
 

Hamilton quotes an old newspaper clipping from the 

1950s that had been given to him by a friend to help us 

better understand the place of suffering in human 

experience today. It’s a passage that bears repeating: 

“Suffering is not God’s desire for us, but it occurs in the 

process of life. Suffering is not given to teach us 

something, but through it we may learn. Suffering is not 

given to teach others something, but through it they may 

learn. Suffering is not given to punish us, but sometimes 

it is the consequence of our sin or poor judgment. 

Suffering does not occur because our faith is weak, but 

through it, our faith may be strengthened. God does not 

depend on human suffering to achieve his purposes, but 

sometimes through suffering his purposes are achieved.  
 

Suffering can either destroy us, or it can add meaning to 

our life” (p. 226). 
 

How we deal with suffering is largely a choice. A choice 

that we can make, with God’s help. May it be so. 
 

See you in church! 

 

Pastor Mark 
 

Pinole BSA Troop 86 coming to ESUMC 
 

BSA Troop 86 has been in Pinole for many years, starting 

out meeting at Ellerhorst Elementary, and more recently 

at Pinole UMC. As Troop 127 discontinued it operation 

here at ESUMC, it became possible for the Troop 86 to 

have ESUMC as their sponsor and to coordinate activities 

with Cub Scout Pack 134. Walt Hamner, who has been 

active with Troop 86 for several years, has helped paved 

the way for this new relationship. 
 

Troop activities include such things as White Water 

Rafting, Snow Camping, various campouts and Day 

Hikes. Annual Camporee participation has always been a 

highlight of the year, competing against other troops in 

demonstration camping and outdoor skills. The troop has 

also been involved with various civic ceremonies and 

other service projects. 
 

We look forward to their participation with us as we 

move forward together. 
 

They will be with us on Scout Sunday which we will 

observe on March 1. 
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FINANCE REPORT 

The following figures are the actual income and expenses 

for 2019, and the approved budget for 2020. All figures 

rounded. 

 ACTUAL BUDGET 

 

2019 2020  

INCOME 
  Pledges and tithes (4021) 150,700 150,000 

Non-pledged giving (4031) 9,356 12,000 

Special gifts (4035-4038) 1,510 9469 

Other income 
       Loose plate (4051) 638 1,000 

     Special offerings (4054-
4056) 3,592 5,000 
     Building use (4061, 
4064) 41,640 52,500 

     Miscellaneous (4082) 388 800 
     Apportionment transfer 
(4610) 2,062.19 1,000 
     Housing allowance 
transfer 24,000 24,000 

TOTAL INCOME 233,886 234,269 
 
EXPENSE 

  OUTREACH   

Conference Tithe 23,569 23,427 

Missions  600 

TOTAL OUTREACH 23,569 24,027 

   

PROGRAMS 
  Worship 
  Worship supplies, etc.  

(5311, 5312) 532 1,000 

Music 
  Guest musicians, licenses, 

etc. (5351-5357) 3,391 3,150 

Christian Education 
  Supplies and Curriculum 

(5381-5388) 165 300 

Membership 
  Fellowship, Lay 

Member/ACS (5460-5465) 0 600 

Advertising 
  Website, and other 

advertising (5472-5274) 3,589 3,350 

TOTAL PROGRAMS 7,677 8,400 

    
  

STAFF 

Pastor's compensation 
  Cash salary (5521) 51,364 51,364 

Housing (5526) 24,000 24,000 

and Utilities (5524) 3520 3520 

Heath insurance (5523) 10,174 12,000 

Pension (5525) 12,483 12,485 
Professional expenses 
(5525) 1,357 1,500 
Total Pastor's 
Compensation 102,898 104,869 

Program support staff 
  Music Director (5531) 29,708 29,708 

Treasurer (5532) 6,300 6,300 

Secretary (5533) 11,537 11,660 

Nursery Attendant (5537) 1,880 2,080 

Total Program support staff 49,425 49,748 
Benefits and other 
expenses (5551-5554) 5,038 6,000 

TOTAL STAFF 157,361 160,617 

   ADMINISTRATION 
  Office expenses (5582-

5588) 7,192 6,825 

TOTAL ADMINISTRATION 7,192 6,825 

   OPERATIONS 
  Utilities (5612-5616) 15,686 14,500 

Fees and Taxes (5620-
5623) 3,856 3,500 

Insurance (5627) 8,405 8,000 

Janitorial (5628, 5629) 9,205 6,900 

Maintenance (5630-5632) 915 1,500 

Loan Repayment 2,147 0 

TOTAL OPERATIONS 40,214 41,300 

   TOTAL EXPENSES 236,010 234,269 

   

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Balance&Range of Motion Potluck  
February 14 at noon.  

Motion Class will begin at 11 a.m., 
following with a potluck 
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Growing Young 
 

This month the two final stages of our wheel for 

Growing Young will focus on “Prioritize 

Everywhere” and “Best Neighbor.” You may 

remember that Pastor Mark started off our core 

commitments with Keychain Leadership and 

Empathy Today, followed by Jacqueline with Jesus' 

Message and Warm Relationships. 
 

The leadership team took a survey, and on the core 

commitment, Prioritize Everywhere, we came in at 

1.57 - pretty low. How can we prioritize? We must 

not give lip service to how much young people 

matter, but we must look for creative ways to 

tangibly support, encourage, resource, and involve 

them in every area of our congregation. While the 

numbers represent that we do not have [until 

recently] young people, it is an area that we have all 

discussed at one time or another. Moving forward we 

must make it a priority to involve our young people 

and engage them in helping and learning new things. 

You may be asking yourself what?  Perhaps we can 

involve them with serving communion, helping with 

music, greeting, running the sound system, maybe 

there is an interest in drama or the children’s 

moment. Maybe there is an interest in learning about 

gardening or outreach to the community through the 

Blessings Closet or GRIP. Getting to know our 

young folks and what interests them, what makes 

them motivated, what they are excited about, 

knowing their likes and dislikes, who they are as a 

person and what matters to them is a critical key. Not 

only can we teach them, but they can teach us. For 

example, there are many folks that are not computer 

literate, I am one that is completely at a loss on the 

computer other than simple tasks like email, but I am 

quite sure that our youth can teach me a whole lot of 

things I never knew my computer could do and teach 

me simple tasks that I have had no clue how to do. 

Our cell phones are another example of young folks 

knowing all the ins and outs and we older folks do 

not.  Again, I am one who knows the basics of my 

phone, and now that I have upgraded to an iPhone 

11, I am completely in the dark as to what all it can 

do.  However, I am quite sure that our young folk 

know exactly how it works and all the ins and outs. 

These are just a sample of what we can learn from 

our young people if we just get to know them and 

ask.  In turn we can teach them the ins and outs of 

our church, as well life struggles. We have many 

retired teachers and tax folk who could help tutor a 

teen, we also have folks who garden like a pro, sing, 

bake, cook, sew, crochet, quilt and the list goes on. 

We can all benefit from each other. Seeking tangibly 

ways to involve and support the young and involve 

them in all facets of our congregation is our goal. 
 

In the final category of our core commitments is Best 

Neighbors. For this core commitment we scored a 

2.86 on the survey . You may be asking what exactly 

does Best Neighbors mean? Being a best neighbor 

goes well beyond your next-door neighbor or the 

family across the street. Best Neighbor means 

instead of condemning the world outside our walls, 

we should enable young people and ourselves to 

neighbor well locally and globally. There is a careful 

dance that values both fidelity to scripture’s 

commands to holiness as well as knowing and 

graciously loving our neighbors. In Matthew 22:39 

the scripture says, “Love thy neighbor as thy self.” 

Stepping out of our comfort zone is always 

something that is not easy to do but God asks us to 

do just that. Together with our young people we can 

make a difference by embracing ethnic and 

socioeconomic diversity. As we are accepting of our 

LGBTQIA neighbors we must also be accepting of 

the homeless, the poor, the marginal. Finding ways 

to be a bigger help in our community and world is 

something that we should look at as a church and 

find ways to include the young people both in the 

finding and in asking them their thoughts and ideas 

as to what we should do. We should all be looking 

for ways to neighbor well. We have various groups 

who use our facility, and this is but one way to be 

Best Neighbors. One such group is the Cub Scouts. 

They are young and vital and including them may be 

a start to our Best Neighboring. 
 

As we move forward in this New year, we are 

excited at the possibilities that Growing Young has 

taught us so far and we will continue to implement 

them with our young people both in the church and 

community and those who use our facilities. Would 

you pray with us that we will all continue to grow as 

a church through Keychain Leadership, Empathy 

Today, Jesus' Message, Warm Relations, Prioritize 

Everywhere, and Best Neighbors? Together we can 

and we will make Growing young work for us. May 

2020 be a promising, healthy and exciting year for us 

all.   

Noel Stout 
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Sunday  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

       1 
 
Girl Scouts 
Training, 
KH 
 
 

2 
 
10 AM  
Worship, S 
11:30AM 
Fellowship 
 

3 
 

6:30 PM 
CS Pack 
134, KH, 
FR, R1 

4 
 

10 AM Painting 
Group, R1 
4 PM  Faith 
Exploration 
6 PM Yoga, R1 
7:30 PM  
Kairos, S 

5 
 

10 AM  
Bible Study, R1 
11:30 AM  
Motion Class, KH 
1 PM Crafty Ladies, R1  
6:15 PM  
GS Leaders, KH 
7 PM Al Anon, FR 
7:30 PM  
Choir Rehearsal, C 

6 
 
6 PM Yoga, 
R1 
7:30 PM 
Photo Club, 
R1 

7 
 
11 AM Motion 
Class, KH 
 

8 
 
10 AM 
Blessing 
Closet, R2 
4 PM CS 
134 Blue & 
Gold 
Dinner, KH 

9  
 
10 AM 
Worship, S 
11:30 AM 
Fellowship  
12:20 PM 
Special 
Church 
Conference 

10 
 

6:30 PM CS 
Pack 134, 
KH, FR, R1 

11 
 
10 AM Painting 
Group, R1 
4 PM  Faith 
Exploration 
6 PM Yoga, R1 
7:30 PM  
Kairos, S 

12 
 

10 AM  
Bible Study, R1 
11:30 AM  
Motion Class, KH 
1 PM Crafty Ladies, R1  
7 PM Al Anon, FR 
7:30 PM  
Choir Rehearsal, C 

13 
 

6 PM Yoga, 
R1 
 

14 
 
11 AM Motion 
Class, KH 
12 PM 
Balance 
Range of 
Motion 
Potluck, KH 
6:30 PM 
EBARC, R1 
 

15 
 
 

16 
 
10 AM 
Worship, S 
11:30 AM 
Fellowship  
12:30 PM 
Plenary 
Admin 
Council, 
KH 

17 
 
 

18 
 

10 AM Painting 
Group, R1 
4 PM  Faith 
Exploration 
6 PM Yoga, R1 
7:30 PM  
Kairos, S 

19 
 
10 AM  
Bible Study, R1 
11:30 AM  
Motion Class, KH 
1 PM Crafty Ladies, R1  
7 PM Al Anon, FR 
7:30 PM  
Choir Rehearsal, C 

20 
 

6 PM Yoga, 
R1 
7:30 PM 
Photo Club, 
R1 

21 
   

10:30 AM 
GRIP (off-site) 
11 AM Motion 
Class, KH 
 

22 
 

23 
 
10 AM 
Worship, S 
11:30 AM 
Fellowship  
 

24 
 
6:30 PM CS 
Pack 134, 
KH, FR, R1 

25  

 
10 AM Painting 
Group, R1 
4 PM  Faith 
Exploration 
6 PM Yoga, R1 
7:30 PM  
Kairos, S 

26 
 

10 AM  
Bible Study, R1 
11:30 AM Motion 
Class, KH 
1 PM Crafty Ladies, R1  
7 PM Al Anon, FR 
7 PM Alateen, R1  
7:30 PM 
Choir Rehearsal, C 

27 
 
6 PM Yoga, 
R1 
 

28 
 
11 AM Motion 
Class, KH 

29 
 
1 PM Better 
Angels, KH 
& FR 

 
 

CALENDAR 2020 
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670 Appian Way, El Sobrante, CA  94803 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED  

 
Resident Bishop, Minerva Carcaño 

District Superintendent, Schuyler Rhodes 

Pastor, Mark A. Zier 

Director of Music, Eileen M. Johnson 

Lay Leader, Jacqueline Corl-Seidel 

Lay Minister, Charlene Kafer 

Treasurer, Marilyn Lomelino 

Office, Erika Cortez 
 

Find ESUMC online 
www.esumconline.org 
Facebook, search for “El Sobrante United Methodist Church” 

Prayer Concerns Teresa Berenger (Madeleine Trouerbach's daughter); Sherry Banks; Kafer's friends, Tim and 

Colleen Thomas; The family of Judy Buhlis; Jerry Patterson and Dana Miller (brother and daughter of Bob 
Patterson); Carl Just; Robert Johnson (former colleague of Karen Jarrell); the family of Helen Holzinger (Joan's 
mother); the family of Clinton Pierce (the father of Sabrina Looney); the family of John Cecil Looney (father of David 
Looney); Annette Allan (Noel Stout's sister); the family of Parker Walker; Ron Driskell (Karen Jarrell's colleague); 
Gary Dwiggins; Hailie James; Lee Hunt; Leota Merrithew, family of Teresa Morin Stanton (friend of Lee Hunt); Victor 
Nozzolillo; the Fleming family (Darlene, Steve, Denise Roby, & Michael); Laureen Kelly and Linda Goodman (nieces 
of Darlene); Gary Spearie (Paula Hammond's brother); those who continue to be impacted by natural disasters. 


